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T ACCORDING TO the best available au-
thority on the aitatter, President Yyndon
Johnson does not aclually arvive at & deci-
sion “until he publicly announces that deci-
sion and acts upon it.” And so when, atJong
last, and after what may have heen one of

the longest volleys of a manuseript between
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- The writer, a White Mouse assistont ot
“Asian affairs during the Johnson adminis-
. tration, is now director of the infernda-
~tional division of the Institute for De-
fense Analysis. He is the author of “The
Lost Crusode: Awmerica in Vietntam,”

author and publisher in recent history, Mr.
Johnson agreed to let the presses roll, we
cany confidently assume that the rumors of
the past few ycars have been corvect: Lyn-
don Baines Johnson has decided to publish
his memoirs, .

The patient Messrs, Holl, Rinehart and
Winston must have had mixed feclings, com-
prised cgually of relief and concern, about
the timing of Alr. Johnson’s decision. Be-
tween Jast winter, the originally contem-
plated date, and this auhunn, when the mems-
oirs were finally made available, another
publication appeared which cheated both au-
thor and publisher out of what otherwise
woltld have been some of the juciest tidbits
in “The- Vantage Point.” According to the
trade gossip, Mr. Johnson and his staff were
either too weary or too distraught ny late
spring to go lhrough the manuseript yet
once again in order to acccommeodate the rev-
clations of The Penlagon Papers. If so, this
was unforlunate. ¥rom the reader’s “vaniage
point,”. which has been cxpanded recontly
through the courtesy of Daniel Klisherg, one
more critical massaging of the Johnson test
would have served both the book and the au-
thor well, Although the “newshreaks” which
Ellsherg had snatched away could not have
been retrieved, “The Vaatage Point” could
have been more useful for all readers grop-
ing for a fuller understanding of the Ameri-
can experience in Vietnam and of President
Johnson himseclf.

A President’s urge to {ell kis side of the
story must be overwhelming and it is no
wonder that our chief executivas, if their
lives outlast iheir terws, have a burning de-
sire to “put the record straight.” Macry Tru-
man, in a chavacteristically dircet way, sets
much the same tone as Lyndon Johnson in
the preface to his own “Memoirs™ “Ihe
events, as T saw them and as I put them
dowsn here, T hope may prove helpful inin-
forming $ome peoplerand in setling ofbers.
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And Dwight. Bisen-
hower, in his preface to “The White Tlouse
Years” writes “This ., . . is an account of my
presidential years as I sce them . .2 Johu-
son, even more than T'ruman, and mich move
than Eisenhower, must have folt an urgent
need to reach out to the American people
once he was free from the conslraints of his
office. e is frank to note in his preface, “I
have not written these chiapters to say “This
is how it"was,” but 1o say “Phis is how I saw
iU from my vantage poinl’.” “The Vantage
Point” is thus Johngon's side of the complex
story of what happened in and to America
from the moment of nightmare in November
1963 when Kenneth O’Donnell said “Ife’s
gone,” to' the moment of solemnity in Janu-

- ary 18669 when Richard Nixon intoned, “So

help me, God.” -
-+ The early months of planning how-to tell
this story must have been difficult for the
author and the’staff ol writers thal accom-
panied him from Washington to Austin,
What cmerged is an inbricately developed
structure  which bridges the presidential
campaigns of 1900 and 1968 and which relics
on major developments with respect to Viet-
nam for its inlervening chronological flow.
Inserted here and there in the text are chap-
ters dealing with other forejgn problems
and with domestic issues, The result is a
separale, pigeonholed complication of issucs
rather than an integrated, related whole,
Perhaps this is a consequence of dralting on
a commilice basis. . .

One suspects that €ach 6f the folk to
whom Mr. Johnson, in his preface, indicates
he is “particularly indebted” set to work on
assigned chaplers (old Washington bands
could probably make an accurale guess as 1o
who. drafted what). Whether this was the
case or not, the full-bodied, vintage Jobnson
comes through only in an eccasional expres-
sion of oulrage at unrcsponsive and irre-
sponsible legislators,” “the media,” ang, of
course, the public dissenlers and leakers
within his official family.

Mr. Johnson’s canvas is lavgely painted in

=

pastels. There are few heroes (Doan Rusk is of malerial he, himself, sct aside ag still

one that stands straight and tall) and no vil-
laing, Indeed, with the exceplion of Husk,
MeNamara and Abe Fortas, most of Prosi-
dent Johnson’s associates -— cabinet memn-
bers and White Jouse staff members — are

gray and faceless crrand boys who glide inywere not misted by the Johnson adminislia-
and out of the story. Perhaps that is hov he tion; America’s progressive escalalion of the |
actually “saw” them. We arc told little or vie(namese var was necessavy and prudent, |

nothing about Johnsom’s well publicized

feuds with U Thant, Lester Pearson, Harold yaintains his conviction that every docision

i ¢ made on Vietnam was a wise one, reaclied .
-The themes selected for dominant Ureat only after carefyl thought, poudering gll the

ment are obvious and understandable, John evidence and consulting all available knowl-

Wilson, Bill Fulbright or Gene McCarthy,

son, rightly, felt that his record on doraestic cqgoable advisers, There are apparently fow

legislation was slighted by a hostile press.
and an ungrateful public; about a third of
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cxtent, Mr. Johuson has filled the gaps, al-

reached by many after exposure to'the FPon-

“The  Vautage Point,” foin well-wrilten
lively chaplers and bits of others, are de.
voled 1o this subject, The Problem of his re-

Johnson; a great deal of space with some in-
teresting new material (see, for example, {he
record of his meeting with Bobby Xennedy
on April 3 two mouths before the assassina-
tien) is devoted to convincing the current
v er and the future historian thnt he and
“oo regarded each other with mutual affec-
tion and that he and Bobby respected el
other even though the relationship was not
always cordial. Finally there was Vie{uany ---
the issue which Johnson felf Was 1mo0st mijs-
understood; almost half the bgelk deals with
Vielnam; whiclh, despite Johuson’s protesta-
tions to the confrary, tells us something
about his prioritics. . .
Never in history, surely, has so much se-
erel  ofiicial material been made publicly
available on a sensitive current problem as
the American people now Lave at hand on
Vietnam, Added to what the Pentagon Pa-
pers have divalged are many hitherto unpub- |
lished documents and informal raemoranda |
that {he President hag incorporated in “The
Vantage PDoint” One thing, at least scomig
clear after examining the {wo massive publi-
cations; neither, in itself, tells the full story;:
together {hey give us what surcly must bé
enough to satisfy the normal in tellectual ap-
petite. The Pentogon Papers was weakest in
terms of source material regarding VWhile
House and National Security Couneil deci- .
sions. With the exception of a few of AMe-
George Bundy’s papers which had found
their way -into Secretary’ MeNamara’e op
John MeNaughton’s files, the Vietnam hisio-
rians had no access to many of the key docu-
ments passed around the oval office, the
cabinet room, or the White House basement,
Sinee they were proseribed from intervicw- -
ing any. of the “principals,” they had Jittle
opportunity to flesh out the gaps. To some

lations with the Kenneadys’ élrs;zrly troubled
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though obviously, weé are not likely to kuow

being too sensilive or “controversial, Wit
cmmerges from Liyndon Johnson's book is a
thesis that is 180 degrees different from that

tagon Papers: it is that Amevican people

It is no surprise that Lyndon Johnson
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